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Mingyi and his party acquiesced in the mistaken belief that it
would simplify their task of developing control over the king;
and when the disillusioned Resident Shaw vigorously protested,
he was told by the Kinwun Mingyi that a Burmese king was an
independent sovereign, who had a right to take such measures
as were necessary to prevent disturbances in his own country.
Disillusionment, however, was soon the lot of the ministerial
party also, for Supayalat proceeded to place her minions,
notably the ruthless Taingda Mingyi, in key positions in the
palace, and to secure the dismissal of any minister whom she
distrusted. And although Thibaw dared not dismiss the Kinwun
Mingyi, through fear of revolt, the palace clique surrounding
the queen became the dominating influence in the government.
The reaction of British Indian opinion to the massacre was
so unfavourable that at first something like panic occurred at
the Burmese Court. Lord Lytton, the Viceroy, reinforced the
British garrison in Burma and urged the Home Government to
take a strong line, even at the risk of war. But Britain was already at
war with the Zulus and the Afghans, and trouble was brewing with
the Boers of South Africa. The Government of India was therefore
told that its attitude must be that of extreme 'forebearance*.
Nevertheless both Calcutta and Rangoon became most
uneasy regarding the safety of the Residency. An armed steam-
boat was kept at the frontier ready to rush aid in case of trouble.
In April and May a couple of anti-British incidents were taken
so seriously that when Shaw died in June of that year no one
was appointed to succeed him. Mr. St. Barbe, who took over as
Chargi d*affaires, lived in a state of blockade and it was firmly
believed that Thibaw cherished the design of massacring the
inmates of the Residency. When therefore in September 1879
Sir Louis Cavagnari, the British Resident at Kabul, was
murdered by the Afghans, St. Barbe and his whole staff were
hurriedly withdrawn from Mandalay.
The Court of Ava, however, suddenly sobered by the
realization that the closkig of the Residency was an extremely
drastic step, made a rather lame attempt to restore the situation
by deputing an ambassador to Calcutta. He got no farther than
the British frontier. There he was told that unless he were
empowered to negotiate a new treaty with the Government of